October Thirty- first, Two thousand and eight

African wanderings

 The Tale of the Hut
“One day a man sold the best house in all the village. However, as the sale was being concluded, he declared that he could not sell one nail in a wall. That nail was to be eternally his.

After a week the previous owner returned to hang his coat on the nail. The new owners were puzzled but determined that since the nail was his and the coat was his, there was nothing that they could do. However, in the second week the previous owner returned again. This time he took his coat off the nail but replaced it with a piece of raw meat.
Again the new owners deduced that since both the coat and meat belonged to the previous owner, they could do nothing. The smell in the house got worse and worse as the days transpired.

Finally, the previous owner returned again to reclaim his now rancid piece of meat. This time, with a knowing nod of his head and twinkle in his eye, he left a long, dead, slimy snake on the nail. With shock the new owners moved out and soon the previous owner moved back in.”

-Swoosh
This entry was posted on Sunday, July 3rd, 2005 at 10:02 am and is filed under Baboon Lessons, African Riddles. 

Response to “The Tale of the Hut”

HASH Says: 
July 3rd, 2005 at 5:33 pm 
“When you win something or buy something, make sure that you don’t let the other party keep even a single “nail”. Any fingerhold that you give them will be used against you in the future. Only complete dominance allows you to relax your vigilance (somewhat). Also, beware of the creeping insidiousness of your competition/enemy; they will sneak back in when you continue to let them take a little here, a little there.”
-The African Drumbeat would love to hear your response.  Give us your own philosophy or opinions/comments on this story. 
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· Zimbabwe is a country in southern Africa, formerly known as Southern Rhodesia and then became known as Rhodesia.
· The official language of Zimbabwe is English, but Chishona and Sindebele are more common today.
· A number of natural shelters, occupied since early times, can be found in the Matobo Hills. The area also has a high concentration of rock art which provides a view of life in the Stone Age.
· The name Zimbabwe was derived from the stone structures of Great Zimbabwe or Dzimbahwe, inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1986.

· Great Zimbabwe was built by Shona (Bantu) people between the eleventh and fifteenth centuries.

· Eight birds carved in soapstone have been found during excavations in the ruins of Great Zimbabwe.

· During the fourteenth and fifteen centuries Great Zimbawbe controlled much of the ivory and gold trade in the region.

· Stone structures were built in other areas of Zimbabwe such as Khami and Nalatale.  Artifacts from Europe and China have been found at Khami. Khami, like Great Zimbabwe, became a World Heritage site in 1986.

· The ancient kingdom of Mapungubwe spanned the borders of present-day South Africa, Zimbabwe and Botswana. Mapungubwe, added to the World Heritage List in 2003, was the largest kingdom in the sub-continent before it was abandoned in the fourteenth century.

· Portuguese traders visited Zimbabwe in the sixteenth century and were the first Europeans to make contact with the region.

· In 1888 the British South African Company gained mineral rights for the area.
· Between 1953 and 1963 Southern Rhodesia, Northern Rhodesia (Zambia) and Nyasaland (Malawi) were members of the Federation of Central Africa.African nationalist organizations that campaigned for democracy were banned in Rhodesia (ANC - banned 1959, ZAPU - banned 1962, ZANU - banned 1964).
· On 18 April 1980 Zimbabwe became an independent state. After their independence, Zimbabwe kept ties with Britain through the Commonwealth. Zimbabwe withdrew from the Commonwealth in 2003.
· Robert Mugabe is the President of Zimbabwe. He has served as the head of government since 1980, as Prime Minister from 1980 to 1987, and as the first executive head of state since 1987.[
· Mugabe was jailed for 10 years in 1964 for opposing white minority rule. A guerrilla war began in 1972 against Ian Smith's white government of then-Rhodesia.
· He pushed legislation through parliament allowing his government to seize more than half the white-owned farms. Self-styled war veterans occupied many other farms, often with violence.
· Mugabe was elected to his third term as president in 2002 but his crackdown against the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) and other opponents, including journalists, increased his international isolation
· Mugabe's party lost its parliamentary majority for the first time in the March 2008 elections. Official results showed that opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai, of the MDC, also beat Mugabe in the presidential elections, but not by enough to avoid a run-off which is due to take place on Friday
· Since the March vote, Mugabe has dismissed international condemnation of violence against the opposition and has vowed to extend his 28 years in power.
· If ever in Zimbabwe, please be sure to visit the beautiful Victoria Falls Waterfall, one of the biggest in the world. 
Thu Jun 26, 2008 ,© Thomson Reuters 2008 All rights reserved.
http://uk.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUKL2669670120080626?pageNumber=2&virtualBrandChannel=0&sp=true
http://www.worldinfozone.com/facts.php?country=Zimbabwe
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Cracked lips, parched land
Dusty promises of help at hand
Hungry children on Christmas cards
Won't help a world that's growing too fast

I just wish it would rain on Africa

But storm clouds gathering won't bring relief
Just darker days with no hope of peace in Africa

I just wish it would rain on Africa
Wash out the pain of Africa

Guns and bombs, tears and mud
Luxury limos race through blood
But bound by debt to hopelessness
Can we ever clean this mess? 

I just wish it would rain on Africa
Wash out the pain of Africa
Brynn Fier

West African Proverbs

Talking doesn't fill the basket in the farm (Success requires
planning and hard work.)

Don't insult the crocodile until you cross the water. (Be careful
about criticizing others.)

Only a knife knows what the inside of a coco-yam looks like. (Those
who investigate and research something understand the subject.)

A big blanket encourages sleeping in the morning. (Luxury encourages
Idleness. If you have worked hard and made wise choices, you will
find contentment.)

A bird that is eating guinea-corn keeps quiet. (Someone going about
his regular business will not create a disturbance. Dedicate yourself
to a task.)

Rats don't dance in the cat's doorway. (Don't invite trouble.)

A hippopotamus can be made invisible in dark water. (Ignorance can
lead to potential danger. It is important to be informed and alert.)

If your house is burning, there is not time to go hunting.
(Priorities are important in planning activities.) 

http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/af-prov2.htm

Tin Roof by Nii Ayikwei Parkes (b.1974) from eyes of a boy, lips of a man (1999). Nii Parkes was born in the UK but grew up in Ghana. He is now based in London and will be reading his poems in Word from Africa events, 2-10 June.

Wild harmattan winds whip you  but still you stay;  
They spit dust all over your gleam and twist your sharp cutting edges.  

The rains come zinging mud with their own tapping music yet you remain -my pride- my very own tin roof. 

Featured Story 

by Danielle Agyemang
 “Ko dede” is a phrase that millions of Ghanaians yearn to hear every day. The simple phrase “go eat” has given purpose to many lives and an understanding to the true essence of suffering. Suffering surpasses the hardships of stricken poverty and embodies the lifestyles that many in Ghana are forced to live. Growing up in a well to do family, my biggest concern might have been waking up with a pimple on picture day. A typical day for the average teenager in Ghana starts at five o’clock AM. It is the responsibility of the teenager to fetch water, prepare food, clean the house, and get siblings up and ready for school before sun rise. It is easy to compare the two lifestyles and even easier to differentiate the characteristics of these walks of life. However, when suffering is the consensus of the place that you call home, of the people you call brother, sister, family and friends, the clarity of the contrast becomes blurred. Africa’s weak economy has plagued the continent for as long as its existence as independent countries has been proclaimed. People are suffering under harsh and unbearable economic circumstances. This proclamation of independence is merely what it states: a proclamation. Africa’s dependence on world powers such as the US for economic stability and gratification has weakened the continent and has buried many hopes of unity and economic strength in Africa I propose that Africa unifies as a continent with individual states. This unity will evoke equality amongst countries and less economic competition which leads to the concept of Pan-Africanism.

  The union of Africa is the quintessential goal that many African politicians believe will enable Africa to prosper. The concept of Pan- Africanism creates a vision of “future unification of Africa as a national and sovereign federation of states”. In order for Africa to retrieve this unity, significant attributes and reformations to their economy must be made. This political issue was rooted in the early 1960’s when Kwame Nkrumah established the union of African states: an early confederation. In addition, Nkrumah thought it was essential to establish the African Economic Community. He felt this significant because “poverty is the heart of Africa’s problems which ignites the economic challenges facing the continent” (BBC News).

In 2001, the African union was established as an alliance with the African Economic community. The purpose of  the union is to help secure Africa’s democracy, human rights and a sustainable economy by creating an effective common market “. In order for Africa to gain this common market, they need to reduce its independence on foreign capital. In future years the AU aims to have a single currency.  The Organization of African Unity determines that the formation of this union will develop an Africa central bank, and an African monetary Union that will help strengthens existing regional economic communities. For example, Nkrumah attempted to move Ghana out of the colonial trade system and toward a more industrial model. He moved to industrialization at the expense of Ghana’s cocoa growing sector, which was strong until that point. Various economic projects that he undertook failed, especially in the case of the Akosombo Dam, which is still needed today for electricity. This made Ghana rely on western imports and ultimately one of the poorest countries in the world. This concisely shows Africa’s continuous downfall due to their reliance of foreign imports and their inability to flourish as global powers. Many might see Africa’s downfall as a chance to rise to even more effective global powers. It is the world -system theory to keep a capitalistic core and a dependent periphery. In understanding imperialism, which most of Africa went through, Marxists believe that capitalist need overseas outlets for surplus capital. This obviously is not fair at the expense of Africa. If Africa was to rise as an economic power, then the global scale of economic power would be more leveled, causing balance in world trade.
Most of Sub-Saharan Africa belongs in the World Bank’s lowest income category of less than $765 Gross National Income per person. At this rate, Africa will continually be stuck in poverty. “According to the World Bank’s 2005 category of Africa’s GNI per capita, the upper middle income in Zimbabwe is only $ 7,501-$9,385”. The Rural Economy and Agriculture Committee regard farming sectors, natural resources and livestock as essential aspects of Africa’s economic problem. With very few funds it is extremely hard to raise healthy livestock and provide the proper materials to keep natural resources in abundance. 

Because Africa is a representation of subsistence agriculture, cash crops are harder to maintain because people are utilizing their profit to take care of illness or to eat instead of taking their profit to invest in their crops. Instead of making planting preparations for the market price, these subsistence farmers make planting plans for the year. With less economic competition, many farmers would argue that they can’t sell their cash crops for quality related prices. However, farmers fail to realize that if there is less economic competition amongst countries in Africa, then they will be less at an opportunity cost for their cash crops. This is essential in keeping consistency in prices. The inability to maintain a healthy and relative economy has put Africa in debt and in desperate need for reformation in their trade system. With one common market, less competition amongst the separate entities would give rise to a more powerful economy, an increase in Africa’s GNI per capita and a step closer to an African Union. Africa has the ability to thrive as a global power in their ability to produce resources. “Africa produces three quarters of the world’s cocoa beans and one third of the peanuts” 84% of the worlds Coltan, and a large percent of the worlds gold, silver and ivory. 

In addition, extensive oil, gas and many minerals are exported from Africa to foreign countries. However, Africa does not see much of the profit because foreign capitalists need places like Africa for surplus capital, which creates competition at declining prices to entice capitalist countries to buy from them. 

 According to the Abuja treaty, “six steps must be made in order to sustain an African economic community” (Abuja Treaty articles 6 and 88). In these six steps, a call to reform society has become more than just the ideology of Pan- Africanism. The steps will give way to the development of the “Organs of the Community” (Abuja treaty): The Committee on Transport, Communications and Tourism, the committee on health and social affairs and the committee on culture and human resources. These aspects are just as significant as a stable economy in the unification of Africa. In sustaining the economy, these attributes will be attainable. African Politicians believe in this union so much that they are making gradual steps to establish regional institutions. This is important because foundations on integrated regions lead to interdependence and an eternal establishment of the African Economic Community and Pan-Africanism. Indeed poverty is the heart of Africa’s problem, but several governments attend these world summits to make changes but do not follow through with its political indiscretions. The ideologies are present and the individual concepts have been tossed around for years. The political problem lies within their inability to take into action the reformation of the continent’s economy. 

Africa uniting to fix this economy problem is not beyond the control of African leaders as far as fees are concerned. There are many grants offered by the United Nations and many nongovernmental organizations that Africa could utilize in its benefit. 

Growing up in many African nations I have seen firsthand the effects of economical deprivation. It is disgusting to see people suffering, begging on the side of the road for school fees. It is beyond painful to see your family go hungry, your baby without clothing. It is despicable not knowing where your next meal is going to come from or weather your mother will live through a common cold because there are no funds to buy a dose of antibiotics. Everybody in the world deserves to be satisfied, to feel content. However, for those in the world that don’t have that kind of opportunity, they should at least be able to hear the phrase “ko dede” and know that a meal will be there today and also tomorrow. 

Bbc.com, Wikipedia,African interest pages

Congo week

College campuses and organizations worldwide boycotted cell phone usage on Wednesday the 22nd of October to bring awareness of the Democratic Republic of Congo conflict over resources.

Congo is located in the center of Africa, surrounded by nine other countries. The country is rich in minerals and resources such as gold, diamond, silver, petroleum and Coltan. 

Since 1996, the United States Allies Rwanda and Uganda has invaded Congo twice which caused a trend for neighboring countries and also caused six million deaths. Coltan is a key cause for the conflict. Congo produces 64 to 80 percent of the world’s coltan. It is a mineral widely used in numerous electronic devices such as cell phones and video game consoles.

Elorm Dzrekey Santa Fe College Alumni heard about Congo week from a friend who attends Howard University, which is one of the six host schools that are in association with Friends of the Congo. Friends of the Congo is an advocacy organization based in Washington D.C.  She said after hearing him speak about the week she decided to look up information on the country.

Dzrekey said she became hooked and began watching films online about what she calls genocide in the Congo. She and visited www.congoweek.org and signed up to be a leader for Congo week at the University of Florida and Gainesville area through the African Student Union. 

Danielle Agyemang, UF sophomore and African Student Union public relations officer, joined in with Dzrekey to promote Congo week.

Agyemang said people hear about the presidential campaigns and disasters that occur in the U.S., but there is nothing informing people about what is happening in the Congo. “

The week began Sunday the 19th of October ended on Saturday, with the theme Congo Week: Breaking the Silence. Though Congo week started Sunday nationally, the UF/Gainesville chapter began Wednesday and ended on Friday. 

Dzrekey, who is a Ghana native, said the people don’t know how much their resources are worth. That’s what this entire week is about, bringing awareness. 

On Wednesday from noon to 6 p.m. a worldwide boycott called Cell Out took place. Everyone was encouraged to turn off their cell phones and set their voicemails to reflect what is going on in the Congo. 

“Turning off your phone might seem farfetched from actually stopping what’s going on, but it’s honoring the people who died, who are suffering and just affected.” Agyemang said. “I really just want people to be informed.”

Thursday, Recurso partnered with the African Student Union to show the film Breaking the Silence: Rape of the Congo in the J. Wayne Reitz Union Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. Following the film was a guest speaker, Rene Mechard at 8:30 p.m. He spoke on the atrocities happening in Congo and what we could do to try and stop this. 

Dzrekey said that ASU collected donations and all the money went to headquarters. 

“We are using things that the Congo provides for us. People always say they want to help Africa, this is a way for them to let Africans help themselves,” she said.

- Shakeela Prosper

`

Recurso: “Helping to Develop Developing Nations”



By Roberta Oluwaseun Roberts


October 19-23, 2008, was the African Student Union’s Congo Week, a week to raise awareness on campus through forums, walks, and vigils about the atrocities and exploitation occurring in Congo, located in central West Africa. The week of October 19 was also Recurso’s Human Rights Film Week. Films such as “Born Into Brothels”, “Invisible Children” and “The Greatest Silence: Rape in the Congo” were shown in Reitz Union Auditorium. African Student Union and Recurso teamed up to co-sponsor the film week, and brought in guest speakers for discussions and question and answer sessions.


Recurso is a non-profit, student-run organization on campus that, according to their website,  works to provide “direct, sustainable aid to communities in developing nations, and to promote awareness at the University of Florida of world hunger, gender inequality, the rights of children, genocide and human rights, water and sanitation, and global health disparity”. 


Upcoming Recurso events include “Women Empowered: The Guatemalan Experience” on November 5, 2008 at 8:30 pm in the Reitz Union, Room 282 and the University of Florida’s very first HIV/AIDS vigil for World AIDS Day on  December 4, 2008 at 5:30 pm. 

Founders of the non-profit Highlands Support Project, Ben and Guadalupe Blevins, will be speaking on the progress Guatemala and developing countries are making in regards to gender equality. According to Recurso Campus Liaison Amrita Ford in a press release, “directly following the presentation will be a screening of the film ‘New Directions: Women of Guatemala’, which chronicles the difference Mayan women have made by transcending stereotypes and social constraints.” The HIV/AIDS vigil will start at the Plaza of Americas and end at University Gardens. After the walk, vigil participants will have the opportunity to listen to a renowned speaker and enjoy hot chocolate under the stars. Donations will be accepted, and will go to an international AIDS organization.

Both events are free.


For more information on Recurso and their events, go to http://grove.ufl.edu/~recurso. 





President Bush:  “A Change we can Believe in”

Can a half-black man whose father is from Muslim Kenya run the richest and most powerful country in the world? Five years ago this question would’ve caused even the most optimistic person to burst into fit of laughter.  But with the coming of the 2008 presidential elections Illinois Senator Barack Obama has shaken America.  An idea that would’ve been mocked for its seemingly sheer absurdity a few years ago is now a reality—but no one seems to be laughing.  

Could it be that America has reached social maturity and that a man’s credentials speak louder the color of his skin?  Could it be that a man of color has the ability to rock the country, to restore a hope that was lost, and to ultimately leave a huge mark in history?  When Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his “I have a Dream” speech to the masses, perhaps he should’ve said “​I have a Vision”.  For a dream is more of a longing or hope for something that quite possibly will never happen.  A vision however is a glimpse of the days to come—that is, a vision is a promise or something that one knows will happen but not sure when.  I wonder if Dr. King knew that his dream would be realized in less the 50 years after that speech.

Whatever happens at the end of this election I have five words: THANK YOU GEORGE W. BUSH. That’s right.  Whether you like to admit it, President Bush has been a major catalyst in bringing upon such a positive change in the U.S—though not in a conventional way I might add.  If not for the past eight years of reckless legislation, Americans would probably not be as receptive to Senator Obama as they are.  So even if Barack Obama doesn’t win this election we should all thank President Bush for paving the way for Senator Obama and subsequent generations minority presidential nominees of America.

-Melinda E. 

melinda2@ufl.edu


Feel the blood pumping through your veins, let the rhythm move you,

Consume you. 

 Let the beat of the drum encompass your daily walk. 

Walk with the power of tradition, 

Walk with this mission.

Listen.

Listen to the song of culture, the harmony of pride. 

Dance to the African drumbeat.

I would like to welcome you to African Student Unions first edition of the African Drumbeat 2008-2009. Our mission is to provide readers with a sense of African culture and awareness. We aim to restore passion in our people and alert the UF campus of the hope many of us call home, motherland, Africa. We are proud to submit this paper in respect and in honor of African Student Union, The University of Florida and most of all, The African continent. On behalf of me and my hardworking team, We hope that you learn something, enjoy and be inspired. 

Thank you,

Danielle Agyemang, 

Agyemang@ufl.edu
Newsletter Editor.

Upcoming ASU events 

Pageant – Rion Ballroom


Theme: A Night on the Nile

November 12 – Mr. and Miss ASU Pageant

November 14 – Party

Soccer Game

Is Jazz a Black Thing?

I’ve realized that a popular canon exists among the black race. We as black people, assume that certain things, because we have had a hand in creating them, belong to us and only us. Take for instance, hip hop, or soul food, or dancing, these are considered “black things.”  Just the other day a professor asked the class if jazz, in its entirety, is a “black thing”; I was one of the only students who answered “no”.  This belief disregards the white influences of jazz by deeming performers insignificant and merely carbon- copies of the real black acts. This canon that says that jazz equals blackness ignores the exceptions, and maintains the idea that blacks are naturally better at expressing, conveying, creating, and thus demarcating true jazz. This is completely false. During the 1930’s, Bandleader Fletcher Henderson imitated Paul Whiteman’s music in order to profit as a jazz musician, justifying the act by saying that “it made money”. Fletcher Henderson was a black man and Paul Whiteman was white.  If jazz were such a black thing, would a black man, have to appropriate from a white man’s rhythm and melodies?   To me, it is ignorant to call jazz a “black thing”, because it is a feeling, a genre, a theme, that can be embraced by anyone, regardless of the race. For something so broad as jazz to be confined to a race of people would discredit the influences of the main players such as Benny Goodman, Arty Shaw, or Bix Beiderbecke.  One can argue that jazz sprouted from the fingertips and throats of the black man, as many of the rhythms are reminiscent of African songs and chants; however it would be both incorrect and absurd to state that jazz was a “black thing” because its overall development as music has been impacted and influenced by musicians, audiences, and entertainers of other races besides the black one. Jazz is the compilation of the effects of black oppression in America, interpretations of techniques, parodies on stereotypes, rhythms from native lands, appropriation from different sides of the spectrum, the sounds of inner cities, and a common love for the feeling that the music produced. Jazz is colorblind even if its audiences were not. It is ignorance that leads one to say that jazz is simply black because it ignores the fact that Tom Brown’s ragtime band went to Chicago from Dixieland and introduced jazz to the white Chicagoan community and played with the same fervor as the Original Creole Orchestra; it ignores the fact that Ralph Peer was a white man who recognized the jazz in up-and- coming  performers and gave them a chance to entertain the masses; performers such as  the Original Dixieland Jazz Band , the New Orleans Rhythm Kings , and Albert “Abbie” Brunies, it ignores the fact that the trombonist Jack Teagarden was inspired to pick up a horn and interpret jazz for himself because of the black revival meetings he had attended as a child where he would listen and enjoy the spirituals.  Jazz is too mixed to be purified and thus cannot be called a thing for any one race. True, the interpretations of jazz may differentiate from one group of people to the next, but jazz in itself was and is for everyone.  It is not a black thing, nor is it a thing that should be assigned to any other specific color. Jazz is a feeling, and whoever wants to embrace it can call jazz, their thing. 

-Nia Phillips





A word to the wise

Secrets to Your College Success: How to Pull An All-Nighter!

Most college students can easily remember their first all-nighter. All of the stories have these things in common: snacks, timer, caffeinated drinks, bright lights and studying materials. Was it truly worth it? Did you get that A you stayed up for? It doesn’t matter if you got the grade you wanted or not because pulling all-nighters can cause more damage to your grades in the long run. An article published in the journal Occupational & Environmental Medicine stated: Moderate sleep deprivation produces impairments in cognitive and motor performance equivalent to legally prescribed levels of alcohol intoxication.

For those of you who may have some difficulty understanding this statement because you are sleep deprived it basically means that after 19+ hours without sleep, your performance level is equivalent to those associated with a blood alcohol concentration of 0.1 percent. Did you know that a BAC of 0.08 percent can get you a DUI? Go ahead and pull an all-nighter! Just know that you won’t have enough brain function to legally drive a car. Unhealthy sleep patterns can interfere with your learning process, decrease your attention span and weaken your immune system. You can read up on the facts and forget them in a few seconds but please REMEMBER this get those eight hours of sleep!

- DAFNIE NACIUS

yoFreedom in sought.

heros;
Land of revolutionaries;
Liberia or liberty;
Sierra Leon bemoaned.

Beautiful seashore home;
Pride of Africa;
Symbol of blackness;
Great black icon.

Thou shall rise again;
African Union enshrined;
Thy labor to bear fruit;
Bounty, peace, freedom.

Chief Charles O. Okereke 
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Land of freedom;
Land of the setting sun;
In Americas you rose;
Freedom in sought.

Land of great heros;
Land of revolutionaries;
Liberia or liberty;
Sierra Leon bemoaned.

Beautiful seashore home;
Pride of Africa;
Symbol of blackness;
Great black icon.

Thou shall rise again;
African Union enshrined;
Thy labor to bear fruit;
Bounty, peace, freedom.
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