

Feel the blood pumping through your veins, let the rhythm move you,

Consume you. 

 Let the beat of the drum encompass your daily walk. 

Walk with the power of tradition, 

Walk with this mission.

Listen.

Listen to the song of culture, the harmony of pride. 

Dance to the African drumbeat.

I would like to welcome you to African Student Unions first edition of the African Drumbeat 2008-2009. Our mission is to provide readers with a sense of African culture and awareness. We aim to restore passion in our people and alert the UF campus of the hope many of us call home, motherland, Africa. We are proud to submit this paper in respect and in honor of African Student Union, The University of Florida and most of all, The African continent. On behalf of me and my hardworking team, we hope that you learn something, enjoy and be inspired. 

Thank you,

Danielle Agyemang, 

Agyemang@ufl.edu
Newsletter Editor.
Upcoming events

· Check out our new website http://asuatuf.weebly.com/
ASU has a new website! Check out our website to see our calendar of upcoming events, information about the Eboard and Directors, or check out our slideshow of pictures from ASU events.
· VISA Soccer Tournament Sunday, November 23 at 10am at Norman Field
Our umbrella organization, VISA is hosting a soccer tournament! Everyone is welcome to participate. Everyone is invited to come even if you don’t want to play. You can come out and show your support for ASU by cheering us on. If you are playing you must be there at 9:45am. Contact Ekene at evelyn1@ufl.edu if you are interested in playing for ASU.

· Delegate for National African Students Association
Our chapter is looking for an enthusiastic member to be a representative of our ASU chapter at UF. We are looking for a member to be a National African Students Association delegate. National ASA unites all of the African student groups in universities across the US.
If you are interested or have any questions about the responsibilities of this position then contact Elorm at elormd@hotmail.com
· Student Government of Africa
Student Government of Africa is an organization that realizes that many of Africa’s problems are a reflection of its leadership and is trying to change this. Its aim is to change the leadership in Africa by equipping future leaders with the skills and abilities they need.
If you would like to donate to this organization contact Eyram at eyram.adadevoh@sgafrica.com. Check out http://www.sgafrica.com/ for more information about this organization.
Graced by Royalty


 ASU would like to thank everyone that came out to the ASU Pageant. This event would not have been as successful without your attendance.
Congratulations to our 2008-2009 Mr. ASU Jason Dubery and 2008-2009 Ms. ASU Courtney Hubbard.



Courtney is second year Business Administration, General Studies Major. Some of her activities include, ARA for 2008, Director of Raise Your Voice Month (ACTIONS!), ASU Dance Troupe, Soprano in University of Florida Gospel Choir.

Jason is also a second year Public Relations/ Pre law major. Some of his activities include Campus Diplomats.
O.A.P, Caribsa, and African Student Union





Congrats to our pageant Director Nardley Docteur on a job well done! Thanks for all of the hard work.

Country Spotlight
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Kenya 

Many people think that the history of mankind started in Kenya and Tanzania. Fossils found around Olorgasailie and Lake Turkana point to this theory.


The East African coast has been a centre of trade since early times. Exports included ivory, tortoiseshell and slaves. Over the centuries Arab merchants had a strong influence on the coastal towns. 

At the end of fifteenth century, the Portuguese explorer, Vasco da Gama, landed in Kenya. The Portuguese tried to gain control of the Kenyan coast but were eventually driven off by the Swahili and Omani Arab states.

In the 1880s Africa was divided between the European countries. The British East African Protectorate was established in 1895; a railway system was built opening up the country for colonisation. However anti-colonialist feeling spread among the African peoples leading to revolts by the Kikuyu, the Kisii and the Maasai.

Four years before the First World War (1914-18) coffee growing began on a large scale. After the War, the Soldier Settlement scheme gave land in the highlands to British ex-soldiers fuelling further resentment among Kenyans. This resentment increased as Kenya became a British Colony in 1920.

The Great Depression of the 1930s (starting with the 1929 Wall Street Crash in the USA) caused economic problems in Kenya. At the end of the 1930s the Second World War began and Abbysinia (Italian-occupied Ethiopia) declared war on Kenya. Kenyans fought with the King's African Rifles contributing towards the success of the Allied army in Africa.

In 1952 the rise of Kenyan nationalism including the activities of the Mau Mau (an underground military movement opposed to British rule) led to a State of Emergency. Many Kenyans were imprisoned; political leaders arrested and Dedan Kimathi, a Kenyan army commander, was executed. 

Kenya finally achieved independence in 1963 and Jomo Kenyatta became the Republic's first President. By the end of the 1960s the new government's Africanisation policy led to many of the Asian population leaving Kenya. 

On Jomo Kenyatta's death in 1978, his vice-president, Daniel Arap Moi, became Kenya's president. 

Economy
For many centuries Kenya traded with merchants from Arabia and parts of Asia. Today Kenya exports to its neighbouring countries linked to Kenya by road and rail. Other trading partners include the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and Pakistan.

The agricultural sector provides a livelihood for around three-quarters of the population. Agricultural products include sugarcane, tea, coffee, wheat, maize, fruit and vegetables. Livestock is kept.

Industries are oil refining, aluminum, lead, steel, cement, commercial ship repair, plastics, furniture, textiles, soap, cigarettes and food processing.

The abundance of wildlife has fuelled the tourist industry making tourism Kenya's largest foreign currency earner. (2005) http://www.worldinfozone.com/country.php?country=Kenya
The Effect of the African Diaspora on African and African-American People

By Roberta Oluwaseun Roberts


Throughout my eighteen years of life, I have noticed that people like to make a fine distinction between Africans and African-Americans. Many Africans make it a point to keep their African roots; some Africans choose to assimilate into the African-American sub-culture. A few African-Americans make an attempt to make a connection with the Motherland, but an alarming majority of African-Americans prefer to keep themselves separated from the African continent, and don’t consider themselves a part of the continent at all. I often asked myself the question, “Why is this?”, and I think I have determined the answer; the fine distinction between Africans and African-Americans came about because of the African Diaspora.


For the sake of saving space and time, I am going to assume that we all know about the North American slave trade, the Middle Passage, etc. All of this is referred to as the African Diaspora, the scattering of Africa’s children. Because of this scattering, present African-Americans are disconnected from the African continent. Slaveholders made it a point to separate Africans from the same tribe and instead mix them with rival tribes. The result of this; confusion and unfamiliarity as new slaves were surrounded by people who didn’t speak the same language as they did. Thus, in order to communicate, slaves had to learn the universal language in North America; English. Eventually, African languages in the New World were lost because of the forced assimilation into North American culture, and after slaves who knew the language died out, the slaves that were left were born in America, and all they knew was America.


Although some African culture and practices remained, a lot were lost and cannot be found in America. Thus, after hundreds of years of this cultural vanishing, African-Americans do not have the same advantages as Cubans or Germans. A Cuban-American or German-American can most likely go back to Cuba or Germany and know the native language. African-Americans whose ancestors were slaves brought to America cannot. Thus, African-Americans created their own culture, and separated themselves from the African continent because they knew nothing about it.


It is now the year 2008 and the President-Elect of the United States of America is a man named Barack Obama, whose father is a native of Kenya. Will this bring Africans and African-Americans together? Will African-Americans want to reconnect with the Motherland? These are questions to which I haven’t determined the answer to.
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CONGRATS TO PRESIDENT -ELECT OBAMA!!!!
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November 4th 2008 history was made. The American people voted for change. For the first time in US history an African-American was elected into office. Congratulations to President Barack Obama.  
Comedy corner 
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LORD, WHY DID YOU MAKE ME BLACK?
Lord, Lord,

Why did You make me Black? Why did You make me someone
the world wants to hold back?

Black is the color of dirty clothes; the color of grimy hands and feet.
Black is the color of darkness; the color of tire-beaten streets.

Why did you give me thick lips, a broad nose and kinky hair?
Why did You make me someone who receives the hatred stare?

Black is the color of a bruised eye when somebody gets hurt.
Black is the color of darkness. Black is the color of dirt.
How come my bone structure's so thick; my hips and cheeks are high?
How come my eyes are brown and not the color of the daylight sky?

Why do people think I'm useless? How come I feel so used?
Why do some people see my skin and think I should be abused?

Lord, I just don't understand; What is it about my skin?
Why do some people want to hate me and not know the person within?

Black is what people are "listed", when others want to keep them away.
Black is the color of shadows cast. Black is the end of the day.

Lord, You know, my own people mistreat me; 
and I know this just isn't right. They don't like my hair or the way I look.
They say I'm too dark or too light.

Lord, Don't You think it's time for You to make a change?
Why don't You re-do creation and make everyone the same?

(God answered:)

Why did I make you black? Why did I make you black?

Get off your knees and look around. Tell Me, what do you see?
I didn't make you in the image of darkness. I made you in the Likeness of ME!

I made you the color of coal from which beautiful diamonds are formed.
I made you the color of oil, the black-gold that keeps people warm.

I made you from the rich, dark earth that can grow the food you need.
Your color's the same as the panther's, known for beauty and speed.

Your color's the same as the Black stallion, a majestic animal is he.
I didn't make you in the Image of darkness, I made you in the Likeness of ME!

All the colors of a Heavenly Rainbow can be found throughout every nation; And when all those colors were blended well,
YOU BECAME MY GREATEST CREATION.

Your hair is the texture of lamb's wool, such a humble, little creature is he.
I am the Shepherd who watches them. I am the One who will watch over thee.

You are the color of midnight-sky, I put the stars' glitter in your eyes.
There's a smile hidden behind your pain that's the reason your cheeks are high.

You are the color of dark clouds formed when I send My strongest weather.
I made your lips full so when you kiss the one you love they will remember.

Your stature is strong; your bone structure, thick to withstand the burdens of time.
The reflection you see in the mirror...
The Image looking back at you is MINE!

by RuNett Nia Ebo
Kwaku Ananse

All people are believed to possess wisdom, and the Akan (ahkahn) people of Ghana (gah'nuh) tell an interesting story of how it spread to all parts of the world:
Long, long ago there lived a man called Kwaku Ananse (Kwah'koo ahnahn'sih). Ananse possessed all the wisdom in the world, but so selfish was he that he did not want to share it with anybody. He decided to collect it in a big pot and hide it at the top of a big, tall tree in the forest. Ananse's wife got him the largest pot she could find, and Ananse began to fill it with wisdom. He told no one what he was doing.
When he had finished, he fastened a rope around the pot, tied the rest of it around his neck, and sneaked out of the house in the dead of night the pot hanging on his belly. Ananse walked clumsily into the thickest part of the forest until he came to the tree that he thought would serve his purpose and stopped.
Ananse did not think that any of the members of his house had seen him, but he was mistaken. Flis son, Ntikuma (nteemah), had been awakened by the noise his father made and had followed Ananse, curious to see just what Ananse was going to do. Ntikuma hid himself behind a tree a good distance away and gazed intently at his father.
After pausing for a while to steady the pot Ananse began to climb the tree. But with the pot in front of him it was very difficult for him to get a good grip on the trunk. He tried several times to climb the tree but could not, and so he paused to think.
As Ananse scratched his head in search of a solution to his problem, he was startled by a loud laugh behind him, and he turned around to find, to this utter amazement, his son. Ntikuma suggested to his father that if he would put the pot on his back instead of on his belly he would find it easier to climb the tree. Ananse was furious that it took his son to show him this simple solution. Filled with great frustration, he threw down the pot, and the wisdom from it spread to all parts of the world.
It is part of the wisdom scattered from Ananse's pot that appears in African proverbs. Proverbs have many uses in African societies. They may express an eternal truth. They may be a warning against foolish acts or a guide to good conduct. They may also bring special meaning to certain situations and may even solve particular problems. http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/af-prov.htm
Speak an African native language.

Hello 

Ethiopia 

Amharic: teanastellen
Madagascar 

Malagasy: Salama

