African Drumbeat




Feel the blood pumping through your veins, let the rhythm move you,

Consume you. 

 Let the beat of the drum encompass your daily walk. 

Walk with the power of tradition, 

Walk with this mission.

Listen.

Listen to the song of culture, the harmony of pride. 

Dance to the African drumbeat.

I would like to welcome you to African Student Union’s first edition of the year, African Drumbeat 2008-2009. Our mission is to provide readers with a sense of African culture and awareness. We aim to restore passion in our people and alert the UF campus and Gainesville community of the hope many of us call home, motherland, Africa. We are proud to submit this paper in respect and in honor of African Student Union, The University of Florida and most of all, The African continent. On behalf of me and my hardworking team, we hope that you learn something, enjoy and be inspired. 

Thank you,

Danielle Agyemang, 

Agyemang@ufl.edu
Editor in Chief.
Upcoming Events. Mark your Calendars 
· GENERAL BODY MEETING TONIGHT 1/16/09 @ 6:30 PM. CSE 222
· Friday, January 16 2009
- Tabling & Donut Sale
Turlington Plaza 10am-2pm
· Sunday, January 18, 2009
- Soccer Game vs. Club Creole
Sunday, January 25, 2009
· - Leadership Retreat for Eboard/Directors
CSE E222, 2-5pm
· Friday, January 30, 2009
- General Body Meeting
CSE E222, 6.30pm-7.30pm
· Monday - Sunday, February 9-15, 2009
- World Orphan Week
Tuesday, February 10, 2009
- Forum
Friday, February 13, 2009
- General Body Meeting
CSE E222, 6.30pm-7.30pm
· Thursday, February 19
- Girl Power 
· Saturday, February 21, 2009
- Paintball Tournament
Rocky Creek 10614 SW Archer Rd
12pm-5pm
· Friday, February 27, 2009
- General Body Meeting
CSE E222, 6.30pm-7.30pm
· Friday, February 28, 2009
- Meeting for interested Members

· Friday, March 13, 2009
- General Body Meeting
CSE E222, 6.30pm-7.30pm

· Friday - Sunday, March 20-22, 2009
- ASA National Conference
University of Colorado
http://nationalasa.com/annual-conference
· Friday, March 27, 2009
- General Body Meeting/Nominations for E-Board
CSE E222, 6.30pm-7.30pm

· Saturday, March 28, 2009
- Battle of the Sexes Water balloon Fight
Across from Flavet Field, 1.00pm-6.00pm
· Friday, April 3, 2009
- General Body Meeting/E-Board Elections
6.30pm-7.30pm

· Sunday, April 5-11, 2009
- ASU Week

· Friday, April 10, 2009
- ASU Showcase "African Renaissance"
The Venue, 7pm - 11pm

· Wednesday, April 22, 2009
- Last Day of Classes
Watch out for updates.

Great African Leaders
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The Reign of Kwame Nkrumah

By: Rebecca Doyinsola Onagoruwa

Kwame Nkrumah was an advocator of Pan-Africanism and anti-imperialism. Nkrumah did not want his country, Ghana, to be overruled by the British Government. The British took control over Ghana which was referred to as the Gold Coast in the early 1900’s because of the abundance of gold found by the Portuguese settlers of the late 1400’s. The country was fully annexed by the British during the 1900’s. The goal of the British was to gain some degree of self-government in Ghana as well as other neighbored countries. This enforcement of self-governmental measures caused the history of Ghana to be rendered, adopting the new history of the British government and its administration. Not much was done to improve the state of the Gold Coast by the British at that time and the people of Ghana felt unaffected by the new government’s actions. Because of the unproductive British government Nkrumah was encouraged to study with other scholars to learn more about West African culture and politics. Nkrumah and his colleagues aimed at changing the state of British colonialism in Ghana and pushed for reformation. After going to school and earning his Masters in Science education from the University of Pennsylvania and a BA from Lincoln University, in the United States, Nkrumah helped to organize the Fifth Pan-African Congress in Manchester, England and also founded the West African National Secretariat to work for the decolonization of Africa. In 1947 Nkrumah was appointed General Secretary to the United Gold Coast Convention. Under this position Nkrumah created various movements that would help the Gold Coast become a self-governing Country. Nkrumah faced many challenges as leader of these movements, learning how to govern, learning to unify the nation of Ghana and also learning to win his nations complete independence. Kwame Nkrumah came back to Ghana in 1961 and was elected President over J. B. Danquan. As President, Nkrumah made The Gold Coast among the wealthiest and most socially advanced areas in Africa with railways, hospitals, social security and an advanced economy. He also enforced some socialist policies and practices for Ghana, creating a welfare system, community programs and established schools. He improved the state of transportation routes by ordering the construction of roads and bridges, improving commerce and communication. He installed tap water systems and concrete drains to also improve public health in villages. Nkrumah was against capitalism and believed that socialism would be the key to alleviating the changes that capitalism brought to the country before him.  Towards the year of 1954, the downfall of Kwame Nkrumah’s Presidency occurred. This decline was due to his mishandling of the country’s cocoa sector, which was what actually helped him into Presidency. The cocoa sector brought in a lot of revenue for the country. At that time Nkrumah had plans to invest the earnings into other national development projects. This caused uproars from many farmers and others who were affected by his decisions. Many strikes were constructed and oppositions to politicians increased. Despite the negative actions from the people, Nkrumah continued to push to improve industrial developments, in doing so he borrowed money to build a hydroelectric power plant which caused Ghana to go in debt. In February 1966 Nkrumah’s government was overthrown. Regardless of Nkrumah’s downfall, he continued to push for his vision of African unity and was very successful at doing so. Sadly, after his government was overthrown, he never returned back to Ghana living in exile in Conakry, Guinea. In April 1972 at the Age of 62, Kwame Nkrumah died of skin cancer and was buried in his village of birth Nkroful, Ghana. Despite Nkrumah’s downfall he is still considered one of the most respected leaders in African history and will continue to be remembered as a hero. 

Citations: 

1. Smertin, Y. Kwame Nkrumah (1988) 1-180

2. Birmingham, David. Kwame Nkrumah: The Father of African Nationalism (Athens: Ohio University Press), 1998.Tuchscherer, Konrad. "Kwame Francis Nwia Kofie Nkrumah", Encyclopedia of Modern Dictators, ed. by Frank J. Coppa (New York: Peter Lang), 2006, pp. 217-220.Davidson, Basil. "Black Star - A View of the Life and Times of Kwame Nkrumah" (James Currey Publishers, Oxford UK) 1973.

[image: image3.png]R SR LI DR, LIS P St

om BURKINA FASO
EEreemeagl

- o /\ i
-] l,\
Tamse 4

core (e,

p1voiRE

‘www.theodora.com/maps

Guif of Guinea




Recognizing the DREAM;
A tribute to Martin Luther King Jr. 

[image: image4.png]Martin Luther King, Jr.
1929-1968

"I have a dream toagy...

that one day... littie
bigck boys and biack
girls will be able to join
hands with littie white
boys and white givis as
sisters and brothers.

L have a dream today.”

"1 have a dream that my four littie

Children witl one day live in a nation|

Where they will not be judged by the

color of their skin but by the

content of their character.”
Ag. 28,1963

SEnchantedLearning.com
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Freedom
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V I s I o n
PEACE
The Kenyan Heritage of Barack Obama 

By Gabrielle Hall

During the historical election that led to the victory of America’s first African-American President-elect, people of all nations were filled with a sense of awe and curiosity for the newest political sensation named Barack Obama. There always seemed to be a great fascination about every aspect of his life, including his race, which was a sensitive topic that overshadowed Obama’s campaign that thankfully did not inhibit his ultimate win for presidency. 

Barack Obama’s mixed race is derived from both his Kenyan and White-American ancestries. Born as the son of Barack Hussein Obama Sr., who was a member of the Lao tribe in Kenya, Obama Jr. proclaims his Kenyan heritage. Although he was never raised in Kenya, his father lived in a small village located in the Nyanza province of Kenya.

Kenya is a major African safari country that gained its independence from the British in 1963, with Nairobi as its capital. Despite its beautiful tropical coastlines, wild animal diversity, and interesting culture, many Kenyans live in a poor economic state, which afflicted Obama Sr. Fortunately, his hard work rewarded him the opportunity to study at the University of Hawaii, where he first met Obama’s future mother, Ann Dunham.

And the rest is history.

http://www.kenya-advisor.com/barack-obama-and-kenya.html
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[image: image10.jpg]









West African Proverbs
Talking doesn't fill the basket in the farm (Success requires
planning and hard work.)

Don't insult the crocodile until you cross the water. (Be careful
about criticizing others.)

Only a knife knows what the inside of a coco-yam looks like. (Those
who investigate and research something understand the subject.)

A big blanket encourages sleeping in the morning. (Luxury encourages
Idleness. If you have worked hard and made wise choices, you will
find contentment.)

A bird that is eating guinea-corn keeps quiet. (Someone going about
his regular business will not create a disturbance. Dedicate yourself
to a task.)

Rats don't dance in the cat's doorway. (Don't invite trouble.)

A hippopotamus can be made invisible in dark water. (Ignorance can
lead to potential danger. It is important to be informed and alert.)

If your house is burning, there is not time to go hunting.
(Priorities are important in planning activities.) 
http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/af-prov2.htm
Tin Roof by Nii Ayikwei Parkes (b.1974) from eyes of a boy, lips of a man (1999). Nii Parkes was born in the UK but grew up in Ghana. He is now based in London and will be reading his poems in Word from Africa events, 2-10 June.

“Africa my Africa” by Toris Okotie
 
Africa my Africa 
Africa my motherland 
Mother or Fatherland 
Childless you went almost 
But he that intervened 
The God of all nations 

Africa my Africa 
Mother of nations great 
Nigeria in the west 
Ethiopia in the east remains 
With labor pangs 
You brought them forth 

Africa my Africa 
Father of Egypt 
To the north, be so planted 
And Zimbabwe, the south remains 
And for Africa that mothered them all 

Africa my Africa 
Your discovery had brought you pains 
Children and grandchildren 
To the great sea you lost 
Continents with them were fed 

Africa my Africa 
In Vain labor no more 
Loose a child, but to no one 
Your great nations do protect 
For he shall intervene 
When you cry for help. 


 
 

Black in America.
By Nia Imani Phillips
If someone were to ask you how you truly feel about being black in America, what would be your response?  I thought heavily about this question and came up with my own personal song:
We are all out of sorts because we know not where we are from, what is our true heritage, besides the fact that we originated from a large continent in the face of the sun causing our skin to shine with rich color mirroring the soil of the earth.
We are a broad race of ignorance, ignorant of our true background because we were robbed of our land and our homes, and our understanding of who we are as a people by a paler race.
Those who sought to undermine and crush us, those malignant Europeans who yearned to possess the spirits of the brown skinned creatures with the magnificent ivory smiles.  And thus those who were brought to America, people such as me, know not what country we are from but merely a continent, and our knowledge of this continent is based on the general rumors and stereotypes.
Parts of white America want us to believe that Africa is a continent with malnourished dark skinned people who are scantily clad and unable to intelligently communicate.  Thus, many young African Americans are programmed to ridicule the land in which are ancestors roamed by only viewing Africa as a Sunday morning special on BET. Moreover, this leads people to want to shy away from a culture and deem African as a derogatory term.
We are taught to be ashamed of our physical features such as the roundness of our noses, the extra plumpness of our lips, the coke bottle shapes of our women; we are taught to hate the hair that spurts out from our heads and we classify it as nappy, kinky and unmanageable, when ironically the hair that we possess is the same hair that was described in the Bible, that Jesus, the good Lord had hair like wool.  And so we are forced to hate ourselves because we fail to fit into the European classifications of beauty.
I feel that being black in America; one must ignore the stereotypes, the standards, rumors, classifications, and etcetera. It is important for one to not stick to ancient beliefs about blackness and Africa, and to rise above the common absurdities.  
Being black in America makes me want to prove people wrong, those who haven’t opened their eyes to realize my race is a strong, prominent intelligent one as well.
Connecting to our Roots
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 Speak an African native language.

Hello 

Amharic: teanastellen from Ethiopia
Madagascar 

Malagasy: Salam
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NNenna Agba was born in Houston, Texas but was raised in Nigeria.  NNenna appeared on the popular TV show America’s next top model and though she did not win she has not stopped working and has been climbing the ladder of success since then. Nnenna was featured in a recent spread in Essence and presently she works for O Model management in New York. Nnenna is not just all beauty however - she holds an undergraduate degree in Chemistry from Texas A&M. University
Liya Kebede was born in Addis Ababa Ethiopia and according to Forbes magazine is the world’s 11th highest paid super model. Kebede has been featured in ad campaigns including those for Gap, Victoria's Secret, Emanuel Ungaro, Tommy Hilfiger, Revlon, Dolce & Gabbana, and Louis Vuitton. In 2003, Kebede was named the newest face of Estée Lauder cosmetics, the first Ethiopian to serve as their representative in the company's 57-year history
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Alek Wek  is a Sudanese beauty who has been gracing the catwalk since the tender age18.  Wek is one of the most popular models in Ford Models Agency and in 1997 she was named Model of the Year by MTV. Wek has modeled for a variety of clients including but not limited to, Issey Miyake, Moschino, Victoria's Secret and make-up company Clinique.

Recession?  What Recession!?
By Dafnie Nacius                                                                                                                                                       
"The federal government announced today that the recession ended back in November of 2001. It ended two years ago! Be sure to pass that on to all your unemployed friends. So you know what that means? The past twenty months of job layoffs, corporate bankruptcies and declining stocks, those were the good times. We should have been living it up." 

—Jay Leno
Are we currently experiencing a recession or are we not? A recession is usually noticeable after it’s been around for quite a while because economists tend to disagree on the indicators. Whether or not we are in a recession is not the question for many Americans because the fact remains – people are losing their homes, many are taking up part-time jobs because they’ve lost their full-time jobs, the unemployment rate has gone up, individual credit ratings are dropping, and savings accounts are getting wiped out. 

Who’s to blame? Is it the government, the people, or a mixture of both? We may not have the answers at this moment but something must be done to end this economic crisis. In early 2008, President Bush felt that he had things under control with his stimulus package of rebates and tax incentives but the economic status of the nation still continued to decline. In an interview with CNN's Larry King on Tuesday, the president cautioned Obama "not to become an economic forecaster once he gets to be president."  When Larry King asked bush, “That’s not a good idea to say?” Bush replied:

"I don't think so. I think he can say it's going to be a tough period, but to predict what the economy is going to do ... it is going to be bad. How bad? How long?" Bush responded. "What he ought to be saying -- and I know he feels this way -- is he's going to take the steps he thinks are necessary to get us back on the road to recovery and we will recover."


Hopefully, things will change with President-elect Barack Obama but no one really knows for sure. The U.S. lost 524,000 jobs in December, bringing the total job loss for last year to 2.6 million, the largest since World War II. Obama proposed that his program of tax cuts and spending would create up to 4.1 million jobs. This is the second time since his election that Obama has increased the number of jobs his stimulus program would create. During his campaign he promised 1 million dollars and after he won, he promised 2.5 to 3 million new jobs.

While there are some disagreements to the Obama’s recovery plan from top Democrats on Capitol Hill, there are agreements on the major parts such as: aid to cash-strapped state governments, $500-$1,000 tax cuts for most workers and working couples, and a huge spending package blending old-fashioned public works projects with aid to the poor and unemployed and a variety of other initiatives.
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory?id=4359200
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/01/13/bush.lkl.interview/
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/elections/2009/01/13/bush-obama-shouldnt-economic-forecaster/
http://politicalhumor.about.com/library/bleconomyjokes.htm
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2009/01/10/america/NA-US-Obama-Economy.php?page=1
Paul Rusesabagina: 

The Man Who Dared to Resist

By Melinda Exume

In 2004, a movie staring Don Cheadle was released and caused a frenzy among viewers who, until that moment had no idea what was happening on the other side of the world.  When the movie Hotel Rwanda was released, many Viewers had no idea that a massive genocide had been taking place—some had never even heard of the small country.  


While the story stirred many to stand up and make a difference in the world by spreading the word and informing their fellow Americans, others were more so moved in a different way by the main character in the film (played by Don Cheadle).  The story is of a man named Paul Rusesabagina, born in 1954, who chose to put his own life at risk to save people whom he didn’t even know. When the Rwandan Genocide started in April 1994, and the Hutu leaders had began to slaughter hundreds of thousands of innocent Tutsi, Rusesabagina took matters in his own hands as a hotel manager and began opening the doors of his hotel to Tutsi orphans and other refugees who needed a safe haven from the deadly Hutu militia.  By putting his own life at risk, Rusesabagina managed to save the lives of over 1500 people.


Being a hero does not require one to have super human powers like Superman.  Nor does it mean having millions of dollars so that you can help those in need. Being a hero means summoning something up from within you that no amount of money can buy. Being a hero means doing what you know is right and standing up for what you truly believe in and taking action, even—especially when it means that your life is on the line. 

(www.motherjones.com/arts/qa/2006/05/paul_rusesabagina.html)
Paul Rusesabagina and Don Cheadle on the set of Hotel Rwanda.
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Rwanda on the map of Africa

http://www.nationsonline.org/map_small/rwanda_
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Comedy corner 

"Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neal has resigned. He didn't want to resign, but there wasn't any money left in the treasury so he's got nothing to do." —Jay Leno

"Do you have any idea how cheap stocks are now? Wall Street is now being called Wal-Mart Street." —Jay Leno
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UF students have opportunity to participate in Model African Union
By Roberta O. Roberts
As part of special course number AFS 4905, Model African Union, ten lucky University of Florida students will have the opportunity to travel to Washington D.C. from February 26, 2009 to March 1, 2009, to participate in the seventh annual National Model African Union Conference.  All travel expenses will be paid for by UF’s Center for African Studies. 

Features of the Spring 2008 Model African Union (A.U.) included meetings of the technical committee on economic matters such as multilateral trade negotiations, debt relief and sustainability, social matters such as the situation of refugees, displaced persons and returnees, HIV/AIDS, gender equality and human rights, a Committee on Union Government, and a Peace and Security Committee dealing with conflict management and resolution in Sudan – Darfur, Cote D’Ivoire,  Somalia and Western Sahara. 

Students in the class study the role, organization, and performance of the African Union, and student delegates represent actual African countries at the conference. Upon their arrival in Washington D.C., each delegation is briefed by the embassy of the country it is representing. This year UF students will be representing Liberia and Mozambique. 


The course is taught by Senior Lecturer and Outreach Director for the Center of African Studies, Dr. Agnes Ngoma Leslie. Leslie feels that “The Model African Union is a great opportunity for students to study African countries and the role of the continental African Union through simulation.”   She goes on to say that “they [students] study their country thoroughly and imitate its character.  They get to appreciate the African country including its advantages and challenges.” “They also learn how to formally discuss issues using diplomatic conduct”, Leslie adds.

“Dr. Leslie is an engaging professor”, said Spring 2009 AFS 4905   class assistant and Spring 2007  student,  David Altman,  “and the class was especially exciting because each meeting we practiced debate skills and parliamentary procedure in preparation for…[the]conference we would be attending.”  


“Our trip to Washington, D.C. was undoubtedly my favorite part of the class. Seeing D.C. was amazing”, Altman recalls. “I was in the executive council dealing with simulated crises”, Altman says, “and the staff kept us busy in our committee with new updates on our simulated crisis”. AFS 4905 allows students to “define issues as they see them and provide creative solutions while engaged in role-playing”, Leslie explains. According to Altman, “there were always new twists and developments to keep us from reaching a solution, even when we were just moments away from finding one.” 


“It was wonderful to see approximately 200 students from universities throughout the United States get together and discuss what they considered to be the best policies for the continent”, says Leslie. “The best part is when the students adopt the complete character of the country.” “This year, for instance”, Leslie comments, “the students are already stating their stands as Liberians or Mozambicans.”

“I thought the class was fantastic”, Altman claims. “I would recommend this class to anyone who is interested in African studies or political science in general.” “…it [AFS 4905] is relatively under the radar for most political science students since it doesn't show on ISIS” but, Altman assures, “it is an amazing opportunity for anyone who enrolls.” For more information on AFS 4905, Model African Union, please visit: http://www.clas.ufl.edu/users/aleslie/. 
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 Announcements 
· Check out our new website http://asuatuf.weebly.com/
ASU has a new website! Check out our website to see our calendar of upcoming events, information about the Eboard and Directors, or check out our slideshow of pictures from ASU events.
· VISA Soccer Tournament Sunday, November 23 at 10am at Norman Field
Our umbrella organization, VISA is hosting a soccer tournament! Everyone is welcome to participate. Everyone is invited to come even if you don’t want to play. You can come out and show your support for ASU by cheering us on. If you are playing you must be there at 9:45am. Contact Ekene at evelyn1@ufl.edu if you are interested in playing for ASU.

· Delegate for National African Students Association
Our chapter is looking for an enthusiastic member to be a representative of our ASU chapter at UF. We are looking for a member to be a National African Students Association delegate. National ASA unites all of the African student groups in universities across the US.
If you are interested or have any questions about the responsibilities of this position then contact Elorm at elormd@hotmail.com
· Student Government of Africa
Student Government of Africa is an organization that realizes that many of Africa’s problems are a reflection of its leadership and is trying to change this. Its aim is to change the leadership in Africa by equipping future leaders with the skills and abilities they need.
If you would like to donate to this organization contact Eyram at eyram.adadevoh@sgafrica.com. Check out http://www.sgafrica.com/ for more information about this organization.
January 16th 2009

