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 Recognizing Black History Month
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By Danielle Agyemang

As I emerged into a sea of all encompassing unity on the 20th of January 2009, I basked in the glory of my people, waded in the integrity of this cause. It was not surprising the reflected sounds of energy and passion and the waves of conviction and pride. The body of people was magnificent; the purpose driven, powerful beyond race, age, gender and even a “silver ticket of entry” that failed to create boundaries that only critics tried to illuminate. 

The University of Florida’s Black Student Union had the great opportunity of going to witness this awesome day in history. To embrace the true essence of BSU’S journey to the 56th Presidential inauguration, we bring to light the significant fact that it was not just a menial field trip to recognize history in the making. Black Student Union embarked on a journey with a mission; we became history. We were the voice of Americans and the song America. We were a vision of hope seen and felt around the world, a confirmation of success and progress. Our presence planted a seed and nurtured it; our faithful attentiveness fertilized and laid a rich foundation where each member of BSU and all the attendees experienced new roots sprout fruitfully a legacy bountiful enough to feed multitudes, and withered grass plentiful to negate the effects of famine. A yearning to drink, a thirst has been quenched, a longing to eat, a hunger has been satisfied by the abundance of our new leap to progress. 
I am highlighting Black history month through my experience at the inauguration because this is what our History is all about- Perseverance and Prominence. We have come a long way on such a narrow path. 
Black Student Union speaks out! Here are a few quotes from members fortunate to be a part of our History’s journey to progress. 
According to sophomore, Michelle McKenzie, “I have realized the opportunities that I have been blessed with and the notion of failure, as an African American and a woman, holds no excuse or justification.” She feels as though her journey to the Nation’s Capital “exemplifies our progression as African American youth.”
Sophomore, Shaniqua Johnson recognized the very “moment that my ancestors fought for” she says that African Americans “will remember this day for the rest of our lives”, and is excited to “tell this story to future generations.”
Samantha Oosterling also a sophomore, compares this joyous time in history to that of a pivotal time. “I walked the same steps my ancestors did back when Martin Luther King Jr. gave his speech.”
“America has once again shown its great strength and bright future by choosing a leader based on the content of his character and the merits of his achievements” - Andre Haughton, 2nd year. And he just so happens to be African American and a prominent figure in our History. 
So here it is; the song of our people. With notes melodic enough to grace the pages of our history book.  


The Amazing Fight against Counterfeit Drugs in Nigeria

By: Rebecca Doyinsola Onagoruwa

Dr. Dora Akunyili is the Director General of National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control of Nigeria (NAFDAC). Dr. Akunyili  is a pharmacist who was motivated by the loss of her sister as a result of counterfeit diabetic medications and also motivated by so many of her nation’s people who were fighting killer diseases, like malaria and tuberculosis to change the system.  As soon as she began her job as the Director General she inspected drug markets, hospitals and clinics and was horrified at what she discovered. These medications were packaged with tablets just to look like the real thing. She was furious at the results and made it a mission to eradicate these fake drugs. BBC News reported that, “A survey conducted with the World Health Organization found more than half the drugs on sale in Nigeria were fake or sub-standard.” the problem of fake drugs is not confined to Nigeria alone, or even the developing world, it is a growing epidemic world wide. 

For instance, reported by BBC News again, “In the US, where patented drugs are the most expensive in the world, fakes have penetrated the pharmaceutical chain from drug manufacturers, through wholesalers, to high street pharmacies. The American Food and Drugs Administration prosecutions have tripled in the last year.” This epidemic was apparent to Dr. Akunyili so she took action and demanded for global action on this issue. Dr. Akunyili said, “Eradication of counterfeit drugs should be treated as an international health emergency.” She also believes that raising awareness to the public has really produced dramatic results in Nigeria and she also urges other nations to be more open. Dr. Akunyili continues to fight this war of counterfeit drugs and unsafe food, bringing Nigeria’s overall percentage of counterfeit drugs down dramatically. “Counterfeit drugs are murder. It is the highest form of terrorism against public health because it kills a mass,” says Dora. 

Citations:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/this_world/4656627.stm
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.27815/pub_detail.asp
http://www.nafdacnigeria.org/news.html
The Stimulus Package: Will it Work? 

-Melinda Exume

The big word floating around for the past few months is “recession” and its effects has plagued everyone in this country—from the raise of tuition for college students, to the failing healthcare system, to families who are fighting against foreclosure. Unemployment is at its highest peak since 2001, the last time the country has faced recession; and those who are employed are working more hours for less money, leaving the bitter taste of hopelessness in everyone’s wallet. 


In a time of widespread economic stress and uncertainty, President Barack Obama has a plan to heal the wounds inflicted from the past 8 years.  One of the first lines of action that Obama has taken since he was sworn in was the introduction of a series of points referred to as the “Stimulus Package” that would give the economy a boost. In the amount of $885 billion, a bill was recently passed without a single Republican vote and involves a combination of tax cuts for the people and government spending. 

With all this money being thrown about pundits argue that it will only lead us further into recession and will exacerbate our current situation.  President Obama and his administration recognize that this bill will put the country in more debt, but they believe that it is absolutely necessary to spend money in order to get the economy going again.  If the stimulus package goes according to plan, the economy will pick up slowly as people once again start to spend without fear.   
It’s that old saying that things always get worse before they get better—and for the sake of the American people I hope that this saying holds true. 


The African Children’s Choir!!!!!
By Danielle Agyemang 
The wonderful and amazingly talented African Children’s Choir hit America by storm and graced the Florida Gators with their presence.  Sunday, February 8th 2009 these bright Children gave us the time of our lives! All the way from Uganda, each one of these children has a story to tell and they did so through their expressive song and dance. Their performance was so natural, they exuded an effortless brilliance. “The African Children’s Choir™ is the ambassador for Africa’s neediest, most vulnerable children. The Choir shows the world that its members, like the millions of abandoned and traumatized children in Africa, have beauty, dignity and unlimited potential.”

African Student Union was honored to have met these awesome children after their performance and they were nothing short of excellence! They all conveyed such an energy and displayed remarkable manners. One could just look into their eyes and see such promise and hope for Africa’s future. They all aspire to be prominent in their futures claiming to want to become pilots, doctors, engineers, teachers and optometrists. Little do they know, they already carry so much prominence at the innocent ages of 6-11. They were given this once in a lifetime chance to travel the world and sing but along with these privileges come a gift. They all have the power to inspire and that is exactly what they do. These children have dedicated their lives to the healing of other lives-how powerful and beautiful? 

We definitely enjoyed ourselves playing games with the children and just being in their presence. What an honor and privilege for us. Please visit their website to learn more about them! 

http://www.africanchildrenschoir.com/index.php

  



  
 





FUN STUFF TO CHECK OUT!

ASU Dance Troupe

It's a new year and the amazing dance troupe is back at it again with choreographer Uchenna Echeazu.  If you LOVE to dance, WANT to learn to dance or if you CAN'T dance, please contact me as soon as possible.  Everyone is welcome. The spring 2009 semester is officially the best production of ASU Dance Troupe and we would love for you to be a part of it.

"We Don't Perform, We Entertain"
Uchenna "Conphidance" Echeazu
Dance Choreographer
African Student Union
uecheazu@ufl.edu
(863)255-9304

New ASU T-Shirts

Check out ASU new T-shirts. Visit www.ASUatUF.com to order yours today! We've already sold out on the first order! Get them while the price is low! Also, the shirts run bigger than normal so if you want a small you would want to order a Youth Large and so on.

Thanks,
Ekene Ajufo
Athletic Director/Webmaster

Black History Month at UF check out the website http://ufblackhistorymonth.com

Black History Month is turning 31 in 2009! "Dreaming in Color" will celebrate the lives of those who did not settle for seeing life in "black and white" and provide close to 50 programs that go above and beyond. The Sickle Cell Association of North Central Florida will be the recipient of Black History Month 2009's time, people and resources.
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Do you feel the Beat?


Here are some Definitions from the African Music Dictionary: The History of our Cultural Music


Apala
Yoruba style of talking drum percussion from Nigeria.
----------------------------------------------------------
Axe
Yoruba word meaning "life force", used to describe the Bahian style of Brazilian pop music popular in that country.
----------------------------------------------------------
Benga
Originating from the Luo people of from Western Kenya, this style is widely popular throughout the country.
----------------------------------------------------------

Chimurenga
Popular style of music from the Shona people of Zimbabwe. Also called mbira-based music, one of the best examples of this sound is the music of Thomas Mapfumo.
----------------------------------------------------------


Fuji
Nigerian Yoruba voice and percussion style using original African percussion instruments popularized by Kollington, Barrister, and Adewale Ayuba. A percussion conversation.
----------------------------------------------------------
Gnawa
Morrocan music of people descended from the slaves brought from Mali in the 16th century. This music features the stringed instruments sintir or gimbri, singing in unison, and hand clapping. Most often played at healing ceremonies. 

----------------------------------------------------------
Griot
Generic term for a West African oral historian-cum-minstrel; a storyteller.
----------------------------------------------------------
Highlife
Dance music from Ghana and Eastern Nigeria, originating from the popular kpanlogo rhythm developed in Ghana in the 60's.
----------------------------------------------------------
Iscathamiya
Traditional Zulu call-and-response a cappella choral music sung by men from South Africa. Ladysmith Black Mambazo is the premier example of this style of music.
----------------------------------------------------------
Jali
Manding word for a West African oral historian-cum-minstrel; a storyteller.

http://africanmusic.org/glossary.html
To the MEN: 

Tips for Valentine’s Day!
By: Dafnie Nacius

There are two types of people that will be reading this article. Those who will be thinking “This is so lame!” and the others who will be thinking “This is so hilarious!” Hopefully, you will be part of the latter group and enjoy the vital information that I will be sharing with you. Corny pick up lines!! Come on! We are currently in the month of love and tomorrow is Valentine’s Day! I am only doing this for the good of the men who are currently still searching for their perfect match for V-Day.

Just Plain Corny
Girl you're like a car accident, ‘cause I just can't look away.
I lost my number, can I have yours?

Do you believe in love at first site, or should I walk past you again?

If I followed you home, would you keep me?

Are you Jamaican ‘cause your Jamaican me crazy.

Can I buy you a drink, or do you just want the money?
Somewhat Sweet
Excuse me can I borrow a quarter, it is an emergency. My mom told me to giver her a call the first time I fell in love. 

I'm sick. My medicine is to talk to you. 

You're eyes are bluer than the Atlantic Ocean and baby; I'm all lost at sea.

If I received a nickel for every time I saw someone as beautiful as you, I'd have five cents. 
If you were a new hamburger at McDonalds you would be “McGorgeous”.

Do you have any raisins? How about a date?

A Lil’ Dangerous
*rubs her back* 
I thought angles had wings.

(Fall in front of a girl) Wow, I’ve never fallen for a girl like you before

Straight Up Offensive!

Hey I really wanna do it with you, get all hot and sweaty and listen to each other breathe hard……so…..wanna go running? 

You have 206 bones in your body. Do you want another one?

Got two nipples for a dime? 

Do you sleep on your belly at night? If no, can I?
That shirt is very becoming on you. Although if I were on you I'd be coming too.
Commentary from the Author:
Please DO NOT take these seriously. If you attempt any of these on your own, I shall not be held responsible for any emotional or physically abusive responses! Some of you might be asking why are some of these dangerous? If you touch the girl’s back and you don’t even know her you might get your arm broken! If you risk falling in front of a girl like that you just might knock your own head out! For those offensive lines, those lines speak for themselves! 

Happy Valentine’s Day!




           THIS JUST IN!!!
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          ….and the hottest couple award for Valentines 2009     goes to…….. (Drum roll…or drumbeat…..)



                






   8 ways to let them know you LOVE them in an





African Language!            
1. Afrikaans (Dutch-African South African language) : Ek is lief vir jou! Ek het jou lief!

2.  Amharic (North Central Ethiopian language) : Afekrishalehou! 

3. Hausa (Nigerian major language): Ina sonki! 

4. Luo (Kenya): Aheri!

5. Ndebele (South Africa) : Niyakutanda!

6. Swahili (South Africa): Nakupenda!

7. Zulu (South Africa): Ngiyakuthanda! Mena Tanda Wena!

8. Yoruba (Nigerian major language): Moni fe e

9. Ghanaian (Ghana) - Me dor wo
10. Chibemba (Zambia) - Nali ku temwa

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
        FROM THE AFRICAN DRUMBEAT STAFF:

Danielle Agyemang : Editor-in-Chief


Roberta Oluwaseun Roberts: Assistant Editor-in-Chief


Melinda Exume: News Writer 


Rebecca Doyinsola Onagoruwa: Influential People Writer


Dafnie Nacius : Features Writer 
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 Announcements!


ASU Paintball Tournament on Saturday, February 21 from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.��Join ASU along with several campus organizations as we go to Rocky Creek for Paintball! It's fun and food will be served. If you need a ride please send Ekene Ajufo a Facebook message or e-mail. Who doesn't want to play paintball and get to shoot people without harm?!!? Teams and individuals are welcome!If you have your own equipment you are welcome to bring them, otherwise the cost for everything is $25 per person.�Rocky Creek is located at 10614 SW Archer Rd.





  Celebrate Valentine’s Day Like a South African!





these two occasions merged and the Lupercalia method of choosing sweethearts was adopted in England and elsewhere. 


Peter Mogotlhane, another South African student, wrote this poem:


LOVE�Love does not have a universal meaning. Most people think love is a desire to fulfill sexual passion. They think that love has to do only with people having a love affair and after a certain period it ends, because as they say, what doesn't come to an end is a miracle. According to my point of view, love is patient, and it is not jealously or boastful. It is not arrogant or rude and does not insist on its own way. Love in not irritable or resentful and it does not rejoice at wrong but at right. Love believes, hopes and endures all things.





Looking for something different to do for Valentine’s Day? Try this modern South African tradition that originated in ancient Rome!


Lupercalia 


Young women pin the name of their love interest on their sleeves for all to see, and sometimes the young men are not aware of their secret admirer until February 14!


Mable Moatlhodi, a South African high school student writes, “Saint Valentine was an obscure, possible legendary, martyr who by tradition was put to death by the Romans on February 14th at about 269 BC. This day was made a feast by the Roman Catholic Church. The date of his death almost coincides with that of the Roman feast of the Lupercalia, when young men choose, by a lot, the young woman whom they court during the following year. The celebration of 





TRUE LOVE LASTS LONGER IF NOT FOREVER


To see more views on love from South African students, please visit: http://internet.unib.ktu.lt/iearn99/africa.html, where the above was taken.








Show Your Love for These African Exhibits





Speed Dating Friday, February 14 at 7:30pm in Weaver Basement��Like meeting people?�Think you got game?�Looking for new friends or that special someone?��Then ASU Speed dating is the place to be. Nice friendly romantic atmosphere. We set the mood and leave the rest to you. So please bring your game and your sense of humor. It's meant to be a fun, entertaining and relaxing event, so come prepared to have some major fun. Free food!�Free food!��Speed Dating will start after the general body meeting. 
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 Reflecting on African Americans exhibit open in Smathers Library��The exhibit Reflecting on African Americans: History and Culture is open in the Smathers Library second floor exhibit gallery through March 2, 2009. The exhibit features materials from the University of Florida Libraries??? Department of Special and Area Studies Collections and community members.��Exhibit hours are 9:00-6:00 Monday-Thursday and 9:00-5:00 Friday. 





"captured by the beauty and forthright nature of the country and people."


In his photographs, Scott works to portray the humility and strength of the Tanzanian people, while showcasing their every day life. This exhibit will be on display from January 26 through February 13, 2009       


 





Tanzania Alive: Photographs by Scott Robertson                                                                   Tanzania Alive, is an exhibit of photographs presented by University of Florida Creative Photography Sophomore, Scott Robertson. Scott "left for Tanzania with a camera and the hope to learn as much about the country's people as possible in the three months" he would spend there. While in Tanzania, Scott met and photographed many people- "yearning to capture their character and strength in a photograph." While capturing others Scott found himself 





� HYPERLINK "http://images.google.fr/imgres?imgurl=http://www.germes-online.com/direct/dbimage/50328000/Medicine_Case__First_Aid_Case.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.germes-online.com/catalog/41/42/940/others.html&usg=__DnifEj3im6ed7_lrwIJr255-fFo=&h=360&w=360&sz=12&hl=fr&start=2&tbnid=GuLlEEUrIFSbjM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=121&prev=/images?q=medicine&hl=fr" ���Patricia Era Bath, born in 1942, was the first black female to obtain a patent for a medical invention.  After years of intense ophthalmic research Bath created the cataract Laserphacoprobe, a device that could remove cataracts and ultimately save the sights of patients who were going blind.  Bath dedicated her life to the prevention and healing of blindness and her passion tenacity broke the “glass ceiling” for women and African Americans in medicine. 





Dr. Isa Odidi, Dr. Issa Odidi is Founder, Chairman of the Board, Chief Executive Officer, Co-Chief Scientific Officer and Chair of the Scientific Advisory Board of IntelliPharmaCeutics.  Dr. Isa attended Ahmadu Bello Univeristy in Nigeria and received his B.S in pharmacy.  He went on to obtain a PhD in Pharmacy at the University of London.  Dr. Isa has been a major contributor in the design and development of controlled release drugs. Controlled release drugs work by releasing the appropriate amounts of the drugs active ingredients into the patient’s bloodstream at specified time intervals.  His breakthrough research and technological advancements are used by pharmaceutical companies all over the world.





Here are a few points of the bill that are directly targeted at the American people:


$35 billion- Tax cuts for the working class


$10 billion- Supplemental income to Social Security for low income seniors


$10 billion For homeowners to avoid foreclosure


$10 billion to expand unemployment insurance
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